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SUBJECT: HONDURAN EXPORT CONTROLS AND EXPORT TAXES 
REF: STATE 022871 AND TEGUCIGALPA 0599 

1. FOLLOWING ARE EXPORT CONTROLS IMPOSED BY GOH SINCE 
JANUARY 1973: 

A. ACUARDO NO. 188 OF JUNE 28, 1973 PROHIBITS EXPORT 
OF FEMALE CATTLE, MEAT FROM FEMALE CATTLE, AND 
VISCERAS. 

B. ACUERDO NO. 330 OF NOVEMBER 5, 1973 PROHIBITS EXPORT 
OF IRON OR STEEL SCRAP METAL BUT MINISTRY OF ECONOMY 
CAN AUTHORIZE EXPORT WHEN THIS WILL NOT ENDANGER 
OPERATIONS OF LOCAL FIRMS WHICH USE SUCH MATERIAL. 

C. ACUERDO NO. 341 OF NOVEMBER 7, 1973 REQUIRES 

MEAT PACKERS TO PROVIDE 10 PERCENT OF THEIR PRODUCTION 
TO SUPPLY INTERNAL MARKET. 

D. ACUERDO 340 OF NOVEMBER 7, 1973 PROVIDES THAT ONLY 
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THE NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANK CAN IMPORT OR EXPORT 
CORN, BEANS, AND POTATOES. 
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E. DECREE NO. 103 OF JANUARY 1, 1974 MAKES THE EXPORT 
OF LUMBER. WOOD PRODUCTS, AND RESIN DISTILLATION 
PRODUCTS AN EXCLUSIVE FUNCTION OF A SEMIAUTONOMOUS 
STATE AGENCY, THE HONDURAN CORPORATION FOR FORESTRY 
DEVELOPMENT (COHDEFOR). 

2. TWO OTHER EXPORT CONTROL MEASURES TAKEN END OF 1972: 

A. ACUERDO NO. 310 OF SEPTEMBER 7. 1972 MAKES EXPORT 
OF LEATHER SUBJECT TO PERMISSION OF MINISTRY OF 
ECONOMY. 

B. ACUERDO NO. 358 OF NOVEMBER 1, 1972 MAKES EXPORT 
OF LIVE CATTLE SUBJECT TO PERMISSION OF MINISTRY 
OF ECONOMY. 

3. ONLY EXPORT TAX MEASURE TAKEN SINCE JANUARY 1973 WAS 
DECREE NO. 51 OF JUNE 22, 1973 WHICH RAISED THE RATES ON 
LUMBER EXPORTS. THIS STEP WAS NOT TO DISCOURAGE EXPORTS 
BUT RATHER TO INCREASE REVENUE IN THE LIGHT OF HIGH EXPORT 
PRICES FOR LUMBER, AS NO ADJUSTMENTS IN THE DUTY HAD BEEN 
MADE SINCE 1955. GOH IS NOW REVIEWING ITS TAX CODES TO 
DETERMINE OTHER AREAS OF PROMISING REVENUE AND IS CONSIDER- 
ING IMPOSING EXPORT TAXES ON MEAT AND SEAFOOD AND INCREASING 
THE TAX ON COFFEE. ANOTHER PROPOSAL IS A TAX ON MINERAL 
EXPORTS TO THE APPLIED INVERSELY TO THE DEGREE TO TRANS- 
FORMATION OF THE MINERAL IN COUNTRY IN ORDER TO FORCE 
MINING COMPANIES TO DO SOME DEGREE OF PROCESSING HERE. 

4. AS FOR PRODUCTS WHERE PRESSURES FOR EXPORT CONTROLS 
LIKELY, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOMETHING WILL BE DONE TO 
GUATANTEE A CERTAIN LEVEL OF INTERNAL SUPPLY OF LUMBER 

AS FURNITURE AND OTHER MANUFACTURERS HAVE VOICED COMPLAINTS 
OVER LACK OF RAW MATERIALS. MINISTRY OF ECONOMY SHORTLY 
PLANS PUBLISH LIST OF BASIC CONSUMER ITEMS AND INDISPENSABLE 
RAW MATERIALS WHICH CAN BE SUBJECTED TO QUOTA OR LICENSING 
MECHANISM TO INSURE AN ADEQUATE INTERNAL SUPPLY (AS AUTHORIZED 
BY DECREE 91 OF NOVEMBER 8, 1973). EMBASSY WILL REPORT 
CONTENTS OF LIST. 
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5. NO KNOWN SIGNIFICANT AGREEMENTS TO TRADE ON BARTER 
TERMS. 

DAVIS 
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